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"Madras, 6th July> 1798.
cc My dear Lord,,

"I received your Lordship's favour of the
20th ultimo late on Tuesday evening-, the 3rd
Instant, and I must confess that the momentous
importance and magnitude of the 'subject created
reflections which for the time totally absorbed
every other consideration. Adverting,, however,
to your Lordship's wish of speedy communication,
my first step was to countermand the Bombay
frig-ate, on the eve of sailing as convoy to a trans-
port with stores for the fleet, and which the Victo-
rious took care of.

"I then directed my thoughts to find such
a description of person as your Lordship was
desirous should accompany my answer, and I
did not hesitate in fixing on Major Beatson as
particularly qualified to give your Lordship the
fullest satisfaction on every point that you may
refer to his judgment. An express was imme-
diately dispatched to him at Ellore with directions
' to repair to Masulipatam with all possible expedi-
tion, where a vessel would touch for him with
further instructions, apprising him that for the
present he had only to take all his papers with
him that could be useful in giving information re-
specting the Peninsula, and to keep the commu-
nication made to him absolutely secret.

" Having effected these two points, it was too
late to take any further steps that evening, more